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presented by Dr. Satwant Balse, Mrs. Tanuja Koli, Miss. Megha R. Yadav,
Mr. Hadley Quadros, Mrs. Albina Joshi and Assis. Professor Aparna

Kulkami.

Ms. Pradnya Saraf started the session with a talk on various activities
conducted by Stree Mukti Sanghatana for women. She focused on current
issues of violence against women like Tanushree Datta against Nana Patekar.
She pointed out the difficulties and obstacles faced by victims of violence to
get justice. She suggested that there is a need to spread moral values among
the people, provide education and training of self dependence strategies to
girls, need for proper and quick implementation of laws in any such kind of
violence, need for change in attitude of men about women. Social
organisations have to take initiatives to prevent violence and provide support
to women before and post violence and in the society women must get

freedom to take their own decisions.
The following selected papers were presented in the Open Session.

Dr. Satwant Balse from KET’s V.G. Vaze College, Mulund, presented
a paper on “Towards Equalising Sex Ratio: A Study of Punjab”in which
she threw light on the unfavourable child sex ratio in Punjab due to Female
Foeticide. The reasons for the skewed sex ratio are preference for a son,
honour of family, small family norms and ultra sound technology on sex,
marriage age among the population, reverse dowry system and preference for
NRI partners for marriage. She finally suggested that government, political
parties, NGO’s, media and state committee for women have to pay attention
to this serious issue and play a vital role in solving it.

Mrs. Tanuja Koli from Chetana College, Bandra in her paper on
“Understanding Violence against Women: An Intersectional Approach”,
pointed that survival of women in the society is a crucial problem everywhere
because of the intensity of different kinds of violence against women.
According to her the complicated caste system, inequality of property and
wealth, political gains are the reasons behind violence against women in the
country. She drew attention on the plight of Dalit women who are highly
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